Master Plan Public Forum: 

Smart Growth Options for North Brookfield

August 23, 2007

7:00PM to 9:00PM

Kiva Room – North Brookfield High School

School Drive (off of Oakham Road/Route 148)

Forum Agenda

7:00 PM
Sign In

7:05 PM
Welcome and introductions



Mary Walter, Chairperson – North Brookfield Master Plan Committee

7:10 PM
North Brookfield Downtown Development Project Presentation (NBDDP)


Jim Foyle, Chair of the NBDDP 

7:20 PM
Master Plan progress report and program outline for the evening

Stephen Wallace, Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission

7:25 PM
Farmland Preservation Techniques

Ronald Hall, Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Program Coordinator, Mass Department of Agricultural Resources
8:00 PM
Downtown Revitalization Techniques
Cassandra Acly, Economic Development and Planning Department, Southbridge, Massachusetts

8:30PM
Open Space Preservation Subdivision Design

Laurie Connors, Planning Director for Millbury, Massachusetts
9:15PM
Adjournment
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The North Brookfield Master Plan Committee has been working on the Town’s first ever Master Plan for almost two years now. We’ve completed our research and have identified three major issues to address for North Brookfield’s future:

· Preserving existing farmlands before they are turned into house lots.

· Ensuring that new housing developments permanently preserve open space.

· Revitalizing North Brookfield’s town center area.

Please join us for this public forum to learn what options we have for addressing these issues, and learn from other communities that successfully dealt with the same issues. 

Our speakers for the evening will include:

· Jim Foyle, Chair of the NBDDP, will speak on the remediation of the brownfield site located in the center of North Brookfield.  Emphasis will be on the use of the EPA’s $200,000.00 remediation grant and its effect on the development of the downtown development of North Brookfield.

· Ronald Hall, Coordinator of the Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Program for the MA Department of Agricultural Resources. Mr. Hall will present a variety of Farmland Preservation Techniques that may be suitable for North Brookfield.

· Cassandra Acly, Director of the Southbridge Economic Development and Planning Department will discuss Downtown Revitalization Techniques that may be applicable to North Brookfield’s town center. Southbridge has spent the last decade aggressively pursuing a downtown revitalization plan and tonight Ms. Acly will share with us how they’ve done it.

· Laurie Connors, Planning Director for Millbury, MA will discuss the concept of Open Space Preservation Subdivision Design. This technique helps to ensure that new housing developments build in open space preservation as part of their plans. The bylaw that Ms. Connors put together for Millbury is one of the best examples of Open Space Subdivision Designs in the State.

Please attend this public forum and learn more about these exciting Smart Growth ideas and what they could mean for North Brookfield’s future.

